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The popular idea entertained in England of American methods is illustrated 
by the following extract from Law Notes for May: 

"Mr. Paul Fountain gives an amazing account of American judges in his 
new book on the Great North- West. ' I knew a judge,' he says, ' who was in a 
slaughter-house in a village near Chicago, and who, when work was slack, 
travelled the country as an itinerant pig-sticker. His Honour used to swear and 
get drunk; and I have seen him on more than one occasion. I do not know if 
he ever sat on the bench; but I am quite sure he could not adjudicate in gram- 
matical language. Who is or who is not a judge in this country, it would be diffi- 
cult to say. I knew two other judges who really acted as such, one of whom 
was a barber and the other kept a very small" store. I heard one of these gen- 
tlemen tell a defendant that he believed he was a rascal, and if he did 

not get out of his court pretty quick, he would kick the tails of his coat. I am 
putting it as politely as I can.' " 

If the incident be true, the "judges" referred to are probably justices of the 
peace, the type of which class of officials was cast for all time by an Englishman, 
somewhat better known than Mr. Paul Fountain will ever be, in the character of 
one Shallow. But to show the snobbishness of the comment and its endorse- 
ment by Law Notes, there appears on the same page the following, which it will 
be noticed concerns a named judge of an English court of record: 

"Judge Addison was considerably bored at Southwark County Court last 
month by a barrister who persisted in referring to the worthlessness of an 
affidavit under Order XIV. His Honour has a very poor opinion of such 
affidavits generally, and at last, with a show of impatience, he exclaimed, 'I 

don't care a ;' then he paused, and added, 'Well, I won't say what my 

opinion about affidavits is.' Just in time ! " 



